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Who decides what is good design for our shared spaces? This project 
has been an investigation from a designers perspective on what makes a 
product competitive and desirable in the outdoor public furniture market.

Linked is an outdoor public furniture 
inspired and designed by some of the 
principles that landscape architects and 
The Traffic Office find most desirable. 

Public furnishing is an essential part of our 
cities and together with the architecture 
it shapes our shared surroundings 
aesthetically and functionally. They offer 
places to sit, rest and socialize as well as 
blocking traffic and guiding pedestrians.

My research was focused on Stockholm 
City and one main realizations was that 
within the field of outdoor public furnitures 
the main target group is not the end 
user, but landscape architects and the 
employees at the Traffic Office. 

There are many factors playing a role for 
making a product in this field competitive. 
The Traffic Office approves on furnitures 
based on rules and regulation in terms of 
function and branding possibilities. The 
landscape architect often furnishes their 
landscape based on aesthetics, product 
variations and flexibility in installation and 
positioning of furnitures. 

Linked is designed with a modular 
construction where every part is connected 
to the cylindrical legs. These legs are by 
themselves functional as bollards, which 
is something the Traffic Office often uses 
to block traffic and guide pedestrians. The 
modularity allows for customization in 
material and colours. 

Linked is also designed to open up for 
creativity for the landscape architect. The 
cylindrical legs creates a pivot point which 
enables the architect to create  continuous 
and unbroken patterns. In this way the 
architect can freely position a flow of 
furniture exactly after their landscape 
needs.

That customizability and modularity makes 
Linked an adaptable furniture which could 
be installed as either an anonymous  bench 
at a bus-stop or an eye-catching pattern of 
furnitures on a public square. This makes 
Linked suitable for most environments 
and is therefore a product of high demand 
quantity within the outdoor public furniture 
market.
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