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There are places and moments that inhabit more narrative than others, 
or have a story that many of us can relate to. What if you could extract a 
scent from that place or story and use it to create objects?  

All moments, all places, have their own 
fragrance. The first day of school, the 
beach, the forest or the one that you love. 
Grass, sweat and rain, an old favourite 
jacket. Scent is always present. 

Ambiance is a project that considers the 
concepts of myth and object narrative 
and that investigates the possibilities 
of working with fragrances as a way of 
communicating a story. 

Scent works like an emotional time 
machine. In just seconds, you transit back 
to that day, that room, that person. There 
is a narrative to be perceived within every 
fragrance. Scents can conserve memories 
in a way like nothing else, and tell the 
stories to us again and again. 

This project started with an experience 
of the forest of Västra Götaland, and the 
insight that some places allow for a higher 
presence of superstition than others. 
Superstition, or the myth, is a tool that 
helps us relate to and understand our 
reality. It is part of what is left from an old 
culture of storytelling and a time when 
human lived closer to nature.

The project was initially carried out through 
a research process including subjects such 
as myths and legends, human psychology, 
rituals and the meaning of objects. The 
intention was to investigate the possibility 
of experiencing a narrative trough an 
object.  Eventually it turned in to a project 
where I explored the power of scents and 
how they, through an object, can be used as 
a bridge between user and narrative. 

The result is a collection of scented objects, 
inspired by places and myths. The objects 
are made from a composition of etheric oils 
and waxes combined with actual material 
from the locations and moments. The 
combination of research and design has led 
to an exploring way of working with focus 
on the process and thoughts behind the 
result. 

Our time has always smelled. From the 
fairy tales of the deep forest to Grigori 
Rasputin and Edward Cullen. The stories 
are there and so are the scents. From 
nature and history, from myths and 
superstition, from now and then. That is 
where I found my inspiration.
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