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Immigration is a hot topic in Sweden and all over the world. This project 
is about finding a way to get to know the people coming to Sweden from 
countries of war and conflict through design.

About the people is a project about the 
people coming to Sweden from war-
hardened countries. It is about why they 
had to leave their home countries, how they 
came to Sweden, how it is to start a new 
life in a  new country, what their dreams 
are and how they perceive their future. 
But most of all, it is about integration and 
getting to know the people behind the word 
“immigrant”.  

I have done my bachelor project in 
collaboration with an integration project 
called INitiativet Lund. I was asked to 
design one or more products that could 
be produced by the participant in their 
workshop. My goal has been to integrate 
the participants in my design process. 
Through conversations, I have collected 
and written down some of their lifestories. 
From the stories I have picked out 
keywords, which I have translated into 
products.  

The idea of making a stool comes from Afna’s 
story about her wait to be reunited with 
her son and husband that are still in Syria. 
I translated the keyword “wait” into “sit and 
wait” and thereafter into a stool.

The dress took its start with a quote from 
Sadaf’s story, “I can sew everything in Afghan 
but not in Swedish.” I thought why not make 
a meeting between the two? Sadaf also told 
that the best thing about Sweden is that 
women are free to do whatever they want. 
Therefor I wanted this dress to be a tribute to 
female freedom and therefor a flexible dress 
that is easy to move around in, a dress for all 
women.

The inspiration for the mirror comes from 
Nada’s story. It tells of her life changing 
when she came to Sweden. In Iraq she 
was an oppressed woman with no rights 
to control her own life. In Sweden she is 
an independent woman free to make her 
own decisions. The design of the mirror is 
supposed to play on the saying, “to hold you 
head up high”, where the base represent 
the neck and the mirror the face.

I believe that the most important thing with 
immigration is getting to know the people 
that are coming here. Because if we get to 
know them there will be less preconceptions 
and more sympathy and understanding.
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