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Räddningstjänsten is a welcoming profession that wants to be perceived 
as humble and professional. However their gear they currently are using 
convey another message. Can I change that picture through design?

This project is focusing on firefighters 
and their equipment that they use for 
firefighting. When working with one of 
those hazardous work as a firefighter, it’s 
not an option to compromise on the safety 
and quality of the equipment. It’s important 
that it’s easy to understand and adapt to 
the individual user.

Firefighting is a profession I have great 
respect for, and it’s interesting that it’s 
such open and welcoming profession. But 
I do not believe the equipment conveys 
the same feeling as Räddningstjänsten 
wants to mediate. Current gear feels 
unwelcoming and gives a sense of 
insecurity when you see a person with 
a mask on. It feels like it’s hard to 
communicate with the person and it is not 
in line with the fire department’s mantra.

“The communication is breaking down all 
the time, but we don’t hear that because of 
the noises from the surroundings.” 

My research concluded that firefighters 
have a big problem with communication 
with each other and with civilians. 

So I focused on what we have naturally 
and how we communicate with each other 
when sound is an issue. Therefore I decided 
to enhance the face and use the facial 
expressions as a way of communicating.

Gasmask is a product with a dark history 
and doesn’t convey the same feeling as 
the fire brigade wants to be associated by. 
And I asked myself why haven’t gasmasks 
changed more in design over the last 
century? And the answer is that tradition is 
a big factor and “they have always looked 
like that.” Why not change that? 

Disclosure is a safety mask with a big visor 
that gives it an open and spacious feeling, 
and it has integrated sound cancellation for 
easier communication through the radio. 
The mask is designed to provide a closer 
affinity between the user and people in 
close contact with the user.
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