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What makes something valuable? In this project, I have dived in to the 
traditional craftsmanship of cobblery and shoe repair.

There is something about having a nice 
pair of good quality shoes. The feel of a 
high quiality leather, the shape of the sole 
and most importantly - the maintinance. 
After wearing a pair of leather shoes for a 
while they will gradually form themselves 
according to your feet, only to fit you and 
nobody else. I would even argue that the 
longer you keep a pair of shoes the better 
they will fit. Instead of buying a new pair, 
simply repairing the shoe will not only 
prolong the life expectancy of it, but also 
add personal value. This relationship 
which evolves between owner and product 
is something to strive for, in all areas of 
design.

Shoe making and repair is a craftsmanship 
and a profession that has been around for 
centuries, as long as the shoes themselves. 
It’s an honorable profession, and should be 
respected as such.

Today, we have built a society where we 
are encouraged to constantly shop for 
clothes, electronics and various gadgets. 
This has resulted in us owning countless of 
things, but without caring for them. 

This is why we also throw things away like 
never before. The habit of maintaining, the 
things you have, rather than replacing them 
with new ones, is slowly fading away.

Blue suede shoes is a fume hood and a glue 
station, designed for shoe cobblers. It is 
made to keep them for inhaling dangerous 
toxins while at the same time facilitate 
them in their work. The fume hood also 
follows the proud and traditional style of 
an old-fashioned cobbler workshop, in 
order to fit in with their other appliances. 
Materials and form have all been inspired 
by the beautiful crafts of old tools and 
furniture.

The purpose is to be use this tool every day 
and to let it age with dignity, just as you 
would with a shoe.
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