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“THINK ABOUT IT: YOU MAY BE REFERRED TO AS A CONSUMER, BUT THERE 
IS VERY LITTLE THAT YOU ACTUALLY CONSUME – SOME FOOD, SOME LIQ-
UIDS. EVERYTHING ELSE IS DESIGNED FOR YOU TO THROW AWAY WHEN YOU 
ARE FINISHED WITH IT. BUT WHERE IS “AWAY”? OF COURSE “AWAY” DOES 
NOT REALLY EXIST. “AWAY” HAS GONE AWAY.” (MCDONOUGH & BRAUNGART, 2002)

The quote above is used to give an idea of the con-
tradiction in the use of the word consumer to de-
scribe someone who buy products, use them and 
later discards them. As the quote states, products 
are not actually consumed. 

In this project we explore the understanding of a 
products’ and different materials’ life cycles and its 
impact on the environment. Is it possible to decrease 
the negative environmental impact, by adapting to 
the current throwaway consumption pattern?

This project aims to provide a suggestion to how a 
chair could be designed, constructed and produced 
in order to have lesser negative impact on the envi-
ronment. We chose to address the chair to offices 
that has a big turnover of its furniture because the 
urge to maintain or update their brand identity.

By conducting interviews and study visits, it was in-
dicated that chairs used in lunch areas and meeting 
rooms are the type of furniture that gets exchanged 
the most in office environments. In this project, we 
investigate different ways of how to design furniture 
that are sustainable and environmentally friendly. The 
methods that are explored the most are “design for 
disassembly” and “cradle-to-cradle” thinking.

To find out what materials that express eco-friendli-
ness and quality, a material survey was made. Twelve 
participants pointed out which materials they be-
lieved expressed this. Metals with a rough or aged 
finish and natural materials were found to commu-
nicate this the best. By communicating these fea-

tures clearly and honestly we have designed a chair, 
which is easy to assemble, disassemble and recycle. 
Every material is separable from each other and is 
included in a closed cycle, either natural or technical.

The chair is made from sand cast aluminium, beech 
wood, eco-neutral glue and brass. It consists of 19 
parts in total.
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