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WE OFTEN STAY IN ENVIRONMENTS WHERE THE WALLS ARE 
MISSING. THE WALLS HAVE BEEN REPLACED WITH OTHER 
PRODUCTS. THIS PROJECTS IS ABOUT THE SOUND SCAPE AND 
PRIVATE SPACE FOR CHILDREN IN PRE-SCHOOLS.

Started with an open brief with the intention to ob-
serve the wall in different context from an indus-
trial design perspective to find a definition and the 
properties of a wall. The first research phase (walls 
& space) was made to clarify the possible fields to 
continue with.

We often stay in environments where walls are miss-
ing since open plan solutions are more common. The 
wall creates room and one of its functions is to shield 
us from noise. The room acoustic demands are chal-
lenging in open plan solutions, both in domestic and 
office environments.

I chose to study different types of places where 
people interact in an open environments and limited 
the project by focusing on one of these areas ; pre-
school. Study visits were made at preschools with 
newly built facilities and open plan solutions. The aim 
of the visits was to gain an insight into their every-
day situation and to talk about the acoustic environ-
ment and children’s need of private space. Room in 
the room is often created with fabric and the peda-
gogues often have to solve it by themselves.

Research was made about Reggio Emilia philoso-
phy, sound environment, acoustics, materials and 
market analysis of existing sound absorbers on the 
market. The market analysis shows that there is a 
wide range of products adapted to the office envi-
ronment but less for children.

Children in 4-5 years have the greatest need of 
private space. The goal was to develop a solution 

that works well in the piazza, the center of a Reg-
gio Emilia pre-school. The piazza (italian: square) is 
meeting place between different departments, like 
the square in the city.

The result is a piece of furniture in felt and cork 
which contributes to a better acoustic environment 
and offers a room in the room. The felt can be de-
tached and be used as a wall panel. It can also be 
moved around the seating space depending on the 
usage of one or two children. The structure is an in-
terpretation of a sound capturing shape.

“The children are also citizens in a city. Therefor 
they should have access to places designed for 
them” (Paola Cagliari, UR 2013).
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