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MY AIM WITH THE PROJECT WAS TO DESIGN A PRODUCT THAT ENABLES AND 
SIMPLIFIES THE NEED FOR TEMPORARY STORAGE SURFACE FOR A WHEEL-
CHAIR USER. THE SURFACE MAY BE E.G. FOR SITUATIONS LIKE USING ELEC-
TRONIC DEVICES, EATING, READING, WRITING, OR OTHER TEMPORARY NEEDS. 
EXPERIENCES

In recent years the technical advances have 
progressed very rapidly; one of the most 
obvious signs of this is the internet that every 
day reaches new users and can be a tool to 
help people around the world to communicate 
with each other. The internet is blind to their 
user’s shortcomings and it doesn’t matter if 
you are rich or poor, woman or man, young or 
old, or if you have a disability. On the internet 
we have a platform to meet like equals.

Despite the possibilities to communicate, it’s 
often difficult for a disabled person to utilise 
these when- or whereever he wants. This 
part of the popluation, which has specific 
shortcomings, should too feel like any other 
humanbeing when they want to communicate 
over the internet.  

By using my contemplated product I want to 
make it possible for these people to take part 
of today’s ways of communicate and thereby 
feel like “anyone else”, despite their condition.

Through my research  and interviews I found 
that there often is a lack of a surface to put 
your belongings on. In people’s homes this is 
not a big problem, but outside or in different 
public places, someone in a wheelchair, could 
get a problem.

The side tables for wheelchairs that are on 
the market today are either to be used only 
in a home environment or to be permanently 
attached to the wheelchair. I came in contact 
with Etac AB, which is a company that 
specializes in products for medical aid to help 
people with medical conditions or a disability. 
They, too, wanted to find a better soloution for 
this problem.
 
It was important to me that the product is easily 
understood and used. My final solution to this 
problem is a removable, two parted table that 
can be placed on each side of the wheelchair’s 
armrests. Together they create a unit which 
enables a big surface where the user can lay 
aside anything at hand. The surfaces can also 
be used separately. One important criteria was 
that the product shouldn’t be permanently 
attached. The table can easily be folded 
up and used when needed. When the user 
doesn’t need the surface anymore he can fold 
it away or completely take it off and store it in 
discrete pockets under the the armrests. This 
surface is perfect for someone that wants to 
use any everyday-electronics. On the  internet 
you don’t need fast or strong legs to surf.
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