
CERAMIC SIDE TABLE 
Ylva Granström

CERAMICS IS AN OLD, VERSATILE AND IN MANY WAYS LASTING MATERIAL 
GROUP THAT I WANTED TO EXPLORE MORE.  MY GOAL WAS TO FIND A SOME-
WHAT NEW WAY OF USING THE PROPERTIES OF THE MATERIAL IN A BENE-
FICIAL WAY. THIS IS SHOWN THROUGH A PIECE OF FURNITURE THAT I HAVE 
DEVELOPED BASED ON AN INVESTIGATION OF FURNITURE’S VALUES.  

When choosing topic for my project I felt the urge 
to work threedimensionally and develop shapes with 
my hands more than in front of the computer. Be-
fore I started the bachelor programme of industrial 
design I took classes in ceramics, sculpture, raku 
etcetera for fun but now I felt the desire to try to 
integrate this in my design work. 

Ceramics is the generic name for earthenware, 
stoneware and porcelain among others and is used 
for a wide range of products, such as kitchen ware 
and sanitary goods, outdoor pots and dental im-
plants. The different kinds differ of course, but what 
they have in common is that they are hard, resistant 
to heat, water and chemicals and that they age in a 
better way than for an example plastic or metal. Al-
though, the material is brittle which really was some-
thing I had to take into consideration.

When looking at all these properties I realised that 
I wanted to make something that could benefit from 
the aesthetic, mechanical and environmental prop-
erties. My aim became to use this to try and create 
a lasting object and this pushed me into the field of 
furniture. The hardness of the material and also the 
resistance from heat and water would go well with a 
table top so I started to look into that. 

I soon realised that there were many more values of 
a furniture than only material quality and the looks 
of it. My research showed that the function, simple 
shapes and flexibility in both function and form were 
important values. Making it by hand also adds the 
value of uniqueness.

What you keep and what you throw away were in-
teresting questions to me and I wanted to see how 
a designer can influence the user behavior in a pos-
itive way. Perhaps by making an object that lasts, 
both in quality and in aesthetics, for a long time and 
by that encourage to keep things for a longer time 
instead of buying new replacements.

The result is a a round side table of oak wood with a 
removable ceramic top that withstands hot and wet 
teacups, sticky spots and stains. The wheels help 
you move it without lifting, and keep it by your side 
whereever you need it - by the bed, when having tea 
or just as an extra storage surface. 

I seeked for simple shapes but still with a dainty feel-
ing. The pattern is made with the intention of flexibil-
ity and timelessness.

Technical information
Height: 60 cm
Diameter: 40 cm
Materials: Stoneware and oak wood, wheels made 
of brass and plastic.
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