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EXPERIMENTAL PROJECT FOCUSING ON MATERIAL AWARENESS. LEFTOVER 
SEDIMENT FROM AN OLD MINE WAS PROCESSED IN ORDER TO OBTAIN 
PURE CLAY PARTICLES. THE PROJECT GOAL WAS TO MAKE PEOPLE REFLECT 
ON HOW HUMAN EXPLOITATION OF MATERIALS ARE CAUSING EXTENSIVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS IN THE WORLD. 

This project, being my last one in IKDC, really 
made me question my role as an industrial designer 
in today’s society. Is the role limited to improve 
aesthetics, ergonomics and functionality of 
products? In fact, an industrial designer has even 
more extensive responsibilities. I would say that 
curiosity and the ability to really question things are 
the best quality an industrial designer can have.

In this project I felt the urge of stepping away from 
the computer and try something different. I wanted 
to utilize my prior education in geology to experiment 
with leftover material that had gathered up in an 
old Kaolin clay mine. I wanted to strengthen my 
relationship with the environment in which I live in, 
consciously feeling the material – touching. With a 
primitive approach and material my goal was to make 
a symbolic object that would hopefully make people 
reflect on how human exploitation of materials impact 
our environment. Today, the majority of materials 
in the northern countries come from other parts of 
the planet but even so our consumptions habits are 
causing extensive problems. 

My curiosity and desire to experiment with raw 
materials, straight from the ground, really inspired 
me in this process as well as the excitement of not 
knowing what the outcome would be. Kaolin clay, 
also called China clay, is the most important of the 
industrial clays in terms of both consumption and 
value. Kaolin is the most essential ingredient in the 
manufacturing of china and porcelain and is also 
widely used in the making of paper, rubber, paint, 
cosmetics, and many other products. 

During the Trias and Jura periods, 250 million 
years ago, the kaolin clay in the aforementioned 
mine was formed when the granite bedrock in the 
area weathered down in warm and moist weather 
conditions. At that time this area was positioned 
near the equator. Then, about 70 million years ago, 
during the Krita period, the sea level rose and the 
area became an island where big reptiles swam 
around in the sea. 

Today, all the kaolin clay needed for production 
in the northern countries is imported. But why is 
that? The main reason is probably that the ever 
increasing environmental regulations, affect the 
mining sector in such a way that the extraction of 
kaolin isn’t profitable anymore. Nowadays, it is 
much more economical to import the material from 
other countries, both in terms of cost and pollution. 
However, one might wonder if that is ethically right? 
Is it okay to let other countries extract materials for 
us because their environmental regulations aren’t as 
strict as ours? In my opinion this is something really 
worth considering.
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