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FROM GARAGE TO LIVINGROOM 
- A WORKBENCH FOR A NEW SITUATION

The traditional workbench in private garages or 
basements is a dying species. But what changed 
in the last decades? One reason is of course ur-
banisation which will lead to 60% of us calling cities 
our home by 2030. We also used to have tools and 
the skills to use them, but due to convenience and 
easy consumable entertainment, do-it-yourself was 
replaced by do-it-for-me. Tasks we would have han-
dled ourselves in the past are now done by a prod-
uct or a service. This is disabling people.

By losing skills like building and repairing things 
there is also a missing relationship between people 
and their products. Additionally the rising complexity 
in product architecture and the lack of knowledge 
and/or confidence to repair certain things are part of 
creating our modern “throw-away society”. Planned 
obsolence and fast product live cycles go hand in 
hand with that trend. It is a “passivization” of cos-
tumers.

A current movement works against that trend, the 
maker movement. From hardware stores renting 
out tools and giving courses in how to do things, 
to repair cafes, communal organised tool libraries 
and Fab Labs, the number of public workshops is 
growing. 

The maker movement is doing more than just giv-
ing people access to tools like digital fabrication, it’s 
also creating a new swath of educated “prosumers” 
(producers + consumers) who do not only care 
about price and performance but also about the 
transparency and repair-ability of a product. 

The biggest challenge though is the entrance barrier. 
Most of these places are still misperceived or even 
unknown by the majority of people. A misperception 
which quickly changes once a person is involved in 
the movement. How do you encourage and enable 
people who want to build/make things?

Research showed that the biggest problem is a lack 
of having a dedicated space to work and experiment 
at home. Working on kitchen tables and unorganised 
drawers with all sorts of tools except the one you are 
looking for is a well known phenomenon which leads 
to frustrations rather than a successful project.

From the garage into the living room 
- a workbench for a new situation.

Workbench when closed it an unobtrusive object 
with simple shapes and warm, light materials but 
when in use it is an height adjustable platform which 
advances with you as your skills develop. It offers 
a designated area to work, build, tinker and repair 
anything on and a save place to store tools and the 
work in progress. Exchangeable parts make it easy 
to customize it according to your needs and encour-
age you to make it your own. 

Get on it!
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